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COMPREHENSION 

Read each of the two passages very carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

"Is it not crystal clear, then, comrades, that all the evils of this life of ours spring from the tyranny 

of human beings? Only get rid of Man, and the produce of our labour would be our own. Almost overnight 

we could become rich and free. What then must we do? Why, work night and day, body and soul, for the 

overthrow of the human race! That is my message to you, comrades: Rebellion! I do not know when that 

Rebellion will come, it might be in a week or in a hundred years, but I know, as surely as I see this straw 

beneath my feet, that sooner or later justice will be done. Fix your eyes on that, comrades, throughout the 

short remainder of your lives! And above all, pass on this message of mine to those who come after you, 

so that future generations shall carry on the struggle until it is victorious. 

"And remember, comrades, your resolution must never falter. No argument must lead you astray. 

Never listen when they tell you that Man and the animals have a common interest, that the prosperity of 

the one is the prosperity of the others. It is all lies. Man serves the interests of no creature except himself. 

And among us animals let there be perfect unity, perfect comradeship in the struggle. All men are enemies. 

All animals are comrades." 

                                                                                                                      Animal Farm -George Orwell 

1. The speaker in this passage is 
A. a goat. 
B. a cow. 
C. a spirit. 
D. an animal. 
E. a matyr. 
 
2. The speaker blames their collective plights on 
A. man. 
B. God. 
C. colonizers. 
D. tyrannical animals. 
E. slavers. 
 
3. For the animals to enjoy freedom and riches, 
they must 

A. kill man. 
B. chase man out of the farm. 
C. overthrow man. 
D. colonize man. 
E. become one with man. 
 
4.  The subject matter of the speaker's speech is 
A. anger. 
B. tyranny. 
C. rebellion. 
D. treason. 
E. suffering. 
 
5. According to the speaker, the end of man's 
rule over animals will come  
A. in a week's time. 



B. in a month's time. 
C. today. 
D. anytime. 
E. in years to come. 
 
6.  "Spring" as used in the first paragraph means 
A. come. 
B. water. 
C. river. 
D lake. 

E. sea. 
 
7. The speaker concludes that the success of the 
plans of the animals will be dependent on their 
A. passion. 
B. friendship with man. 
C. tricks against man. 
D. chasing Mr Jones away. 
E. unity. 

 

PASSAGE 2 

Okonkwo was well known throughout the nine villages and even beyond. His fame rested on solid 
personal achievements. As a young man of eighteen he had brought honor to his village by throwing 
Amalinze, the Cat. Amalinze was the great wrestler who for seven years was unbeaten, from Umuofia to 
Mbaino. He was called the Cat because his back would never touch the earth. It was this man that 
Okonkwo threw in a fight which the old men agreed was one of the fiercest since the founder of their town 
engaged a spirit of the wild for seven days and seven nights. 

The drums beat and the flutes sang and the spectators held their breath. Amalinze was a wily 
craftsman, but Okonkwo was as slippery as a fish in water. Every nerve and every muscle stood out on their 
arms, on their backs and their thighs, and one almost heard them stretching to breaking point. In the end 
Okonkwo threw the Cat. That was many years ago, twenty years or more, and during this time Okonkwo's 
fame had grown like a bush-fire in the harmattan.  
                                                                                  Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 

8. Okonkwo brings honour to his community at 
A. a very young age. 
B. the age of eighteen. 
C. the peak of his youth. 
D. a time no one believed it possible. 
E. a tender age. 
 
9. Amalinze was ............ for seven years before 
Okonkwo threw him. 
A. invaluable 
B. fierce 
C. dangerous 
D. undefeated 
E. priceless 
 
10. Amalinze was called the Cat because he  
A. was crafty. 
B. was slippery. 
C. was the greatest wrestler ever. 
D. was unbeaten. 
E. never had his back touch the ground. 

 
11. Okonkwo's victory over Amalinze can be 
described as 
A. easy. 
B. thought out. 
C. staged. 
D. costly. 
E. hard-fought. 
 
12. The wrestling contest between Okonkwo 
and Amalinze had taken place twenty years ago 
possibly, 
A. less. 
B. more. 
C. lesser. 
D. much. 
E. many. 
 
13. The likening of the rate at which Okonkwo's 
fame spread to a bush-fire in harmattan suggest 
that the spread was 



A. dangerous. 
B. slow. 
C. catastrophic. 
D. fast. 
E. damaging. 
 

14. According to the passage, Okonkwo was 
famous 
A. only in the nine villages. 
B. in his town. 
C. in the nine villages and beyond. 
D. in his clan. 
E. in his family. 

 
WRITING 
 
15. In writing, the proper nouns, such as names 
of persons and places, must begin with........... in 
the middle of sentences. 
A. quotation marks 
B. inverted commas 
C. full-stop 
D. small letters 
E. capital letters 
 
16. Sentences end with terminal punctuation 
marks: question marks, full-stops, and  
A. commas. 
B. diacritic marks. 
C. capital letters. 
D. exclamation marks. 
E. hyphens. 
 
17. The narrative essay must always begin with 
a(n) 
A. paragraph. 
B. title. 
C. point. 
D. story. 
E. address. 
 
18. The essay can be broken down into the 
introduction, ............. , and conclusion. 
A. title 
B. detail 
C. analysis 
D. body 
E. points 
 
19. The last paragraph of an essay is referred to 
as the ........... paragraph. 
A. initial 
B. virtual 
C. concluding 

D. synopsis 
E. control 
 
20. A group of sentences that performs a 
function or expresses a point or points in an 
essay is known as 
A. summary. 
B. sentence. 
C. paragraph. 
D. subject matter. 
E. theme. 
 
21. One of the following is not a quality of a 
model essay. 
A. clarity. 
B. order. 
C. coherence. 
D. entertaining. 
E. legibility. 
 
VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT 
Choose the one that best fills in the gap. 
 
22. Onome forgot to collect her ........... after she 
had paid for the biscuit. 
A. balance 
B. remnant 
C. left-over 
D. change 
E. interest 
 
23. The accident victim at the ICU needed blood  
A. flow. 
B. input. 
C. transfusion 
D. transfer 
E. drainage 
 



24. The ........... waited patiently for the kick-off. 
A. crowd 
B. audience 
C. spectators 
D. congregation 
E. pilgrims 
 
25. The commentator shouted that Victor had 
scored a ........... when he scored his third goal 
for his team. 
A. triplet 
B. brace 
C. wonder three 
D. hat trick 
E. stunner 
 
26. The young defender was all joyous when he 
finally made his ............ for his new team. 
A. derby 
B. debut 
C. game 
D. play 
E. dribble 
 
27. The pilot flew off the grid when he lost 
communication with the 
A. airport 
B. cockpit 
C. hangar 
D. wing man 
E. control tower 
 
28. Chima says he wants to become a ........... 
because he desires to treat children. 
A. surgeon 
B. hermatologist 
C. houseman 
D. dentist 
E. paediatrician 
 
29. After the ........... ,Udo was acquitted of all 
the charges levelled against him. 
A. checking 
B. oath taking 
C. conviction 
D. trial 
E. investigation 
 

30. The farmer is always interested in the 
weather ............ to help him make his decisions. 
A. prediction 
B. prophecy 
C. intuition 
D. guessing 
E. forecast 
 
31. The teacher says it's accurate to call Grace 
my .......... since she is my sister's daughter. 
A. niece 
B. nephew 
C. cousin 
D. sister 
E. daughter 
 
32. Pamela was replaced in the play because she 
was never there for 
A. practice 
B. rehearsal 
C. recitation 
D. cramming 
E. show 
 
33. The company always ........... job openings in 
August. 
A. sells 
B. announces 
C. showcases 
D. exhibits 
E. advertises 
 
34. Obinna could not go to Onitsha because he 
didn't have the ............ to pay the transport 
company.  
A. fare 
B. money 
C. invoice 
D. remittance 
E. alimony 
 
35. Mr Achike went into the ........... to cast his 
vote. 
A. arena 
B. polling booth 
C. town hall 
D. INEC office 
E. station 



 
Choose the option that is  similar in meaning to  
the underlined word and can replace them in the 
sentences. 
 
36. The wasteful boy had spent the money that 
was supposed to last him the whole term. 
A. silly 
B. extravagant 
C. astute 
D. shrewd 
E. unserious 
 
37. Chime is excited because the boys in his new 
school are affable. 
A. annoying 
B. friendly 
C. tricky 
D. funny 
E. harsh 
 
38. The villagers prayed and made atonement 
for their sin against the innocent man. 
A. sorry 
B. penance 
C. contribution 
D. adjournment 
E. vindication 
 
39. The people of the mountains are hostile to 
strangers. 
A. friendly 
B. welcoming 
C. accommodating 
D. harsh 
E. indifferent 
 
40. The old woman has a way of connecting 
everything to fate. 
A. evil 
B. magic 
C. destiny 
D. karma 
E. hope 
 
 
Select the options that are correctly spelt. 
 

41. 
A. Forty 
B. Fourty 
C. Fouty 
D. Furty 
E. Fortty 
 
42.  
A. Pronunciation 
B. Prenunciation 
C. Pronounciation 
D. Prinounciation 
E. Pronunciasion 
 
43.  
A. Beginning 
B. Begining 
C. Begginning 
D. Beggining 
E. Biginning 
 
44.  
A. Febuary 
B. Ferbuary 
C. February 
D. Febrary 
E. Febuery 
 
45.  
A. Hippopotamus 
B. Hipopotamus 
C. Hippoppotamus 
D. Hipopottamus 
E. Heppopotamus 
 
Choose the options that correctly fit into the 
gaps. 
 
46. ........... are to represent the class. 
A. Chime and me 
B. Chime and i 
C. Chime and I 
D. i and chime 
E. I and Chime 
 
47. The books on the desk are 
A. your's 
B. yours 



C. our's 
D. her's 
E. it's 
 
48. The boys relate well in that class out of 
respect for  
A. theirselves 
B. one another 
C. themself 
D. theirself 
E. themselfs 
 
49. Carol ............ returned to Nigeria. 
A. have 
B. might has 
C. has being 
D. is been 
E. has 
 
50. I am yet to understand ........... importance to 
our growth. 
A. its 
B. it's 
C. is 
D. what 
E. which's 
 
51. There are many ........... in that little town. 
A. chieves 
B. chiefs 
C. chiefes 
D. chief 
E. thiefs 
 
52. He says that he has .......... for me. 
A. an information 
B. a news 
C. an advice 
D. informations 
E. information 
 
53. She says she will ........... to see us tomorrow. 
A. comes 
B. coming 
C. came 
D. come 
E. been coming 
 

54. She described what Mark did as a 
stab ........... the back. 
A. on 
B. for  
C. by 
D. in 
E. inside 
 
55. She says she is not good .......... drawing. 
A. under  
B. with 
C. at 
D. on 
E. in 
 
Select the correct passive voice forms of the 
given sentences. 
 
Example: Obi kicked the boy.  
In passive voice it should be:  
The boy was kicked by Obi. 
 
56. He writes his assignments. In passive voice, 
this should be 
A. He wrote his assignments 
B. His assignments were not done. 
C. His assignments were written by me.  
D. His assignments were written by him. 
E. His will pass his examinations. 
 
57. We managed the event. In passive voice 
should be 
A. The event was managed by us. 
B. The event was being managed by us. 
C. The event has been managed by us. 
D. The managers did a good job. 
E. The event is been managed by us. 
 
58. She is sweeping the hall. In passive voice 
should be 
A. The hall is swept. 
B. The hall is being swept by her. 
C. The hall is being swept by she 
D. The hall is swept by her. 
E. It’s her job to sweep the hall 
 
59. He burst the balloons in passive voice would 
be 



A. The balloons were bursted by him. 
B. He bursted the balloons. 
C. The balloons were burst by him. 
D. He is guilty. 
E. He had bursted the balloons.  
 
60. He speaks good English in passive voice 
would be 
A. He speaks English good. 
B. Good English he speaks. 
C. Good English is spoken by him. 
D. He is speaking hood English. 
E. Good English must be spoken. 
 
SPEECH-WORK 
Select the options that have the sounds 
contained at the underlined parts of the given 
words. 
 
61. Village 
A. fame 
B. Bake 
C. sit 
D. cry 
E. toy 
 
62. Firm 
A. shirt 
B. plait 
C. find 
D. love 
E. moon 
 
63. Healthy 
A. bathe 
B. three 
C. tree 
D. day 
E. bandit 
 
64. Pressure 
A. measure 
B. visual 
C. vision 
D. unit 
E. shame 
 
65. Goat 

A. free 
B. dream 
C. no 
D. fear 
E. sure 
 
66. Hunger 
A. charity 
B. honesty 
C. success 
D. honour 
E. who 
 
67. Pneumonia 
A. psychology 
B. mighty 
C. pity 
D. palm 
E. sinner 
 
68. Listen 
A. tame 
B. dodge 
C. same 
D. fame 
E. dame 
 
69. Father 
A. pink 
B. future 
C. fruity 
D. doctor 
E. car 
 
70. Book 
A. zoo 
B. cook 
C. fisher 
D. yeast 
E. favour 
 
 
LITERARY PRINCIPLES AND APPRECIATION 
 
71. Literature can be classified into three genres: 
drama, prose, and  
A. play. 
B. music. 



C. poetry. 
D. chorus. 
E. songs. 
 
72. Drama is meant to be  
A. rehearsed. 
B. acted on stage. 
C. read. 
D. recited. 
E. memorized. 
 
73. The figure of comparison used when “as” or 
“like” is used to compare two more entities is  
A. personification. 
B. simile. 
C. metaphor. 
D. pun. 
E. rhetorical question. 
 
74. The figure of speech used when an animal or 
inanimate object is given a human attribute is 
A. metaphor. 
B. oxymoron. 
C. personification. 
D. comparison. 
E. flaw. 
 
75. The sound device used when consonant 
sounds are repeated at beginning of words in a 
line or lines of a poem is 
A. rhyme 
B. pun 
C. tongue twist 
D. alliteration 
E. onomatopoeia 
 
76. "The erring student walked behind the 
teacher like a sacrificial lamb being led to the 
altar" exemplifies the use of 
A. simile. 
B. personification. 
C. metaphor. 

D. couplet. 
E. synecdoche. 
 
77. Chidozie said his pen was dead and could not 
write. This exemplifies the use of 
A. personification. 
B. simile. 
C. antithesis. 
D. rhyme. 
E. blank verse. 
 
78. The whole world was in attendance during 
the graduation ceremony. This exemplifies the 
use of 
A. metaphor. 
B. hyperbole. 
C. simile. 
D. euphemism. 
E. litotes. 
 
79. The doctor shook his head, looked up to the 
sky, and down to the earth and managed to say: 
"I am sorry we lost her". This doctor's utterance 
exemplifies the use of  
A. rhyme. 
B. metaphor. 
C. euphemism. 
D. sarcasm. 
E. hyperbole. 
 
       Twinkle twinkle little star 
       How I wonder what you are 
       Up above the world so high 
       Like a diamond in the sky. 
 
80. The ending sounds of each of the lines of 
above poem exemplifies the use of 
A. end rhyme. 
B. play. 
C. fun. 
D. children song. 
E. assonance.

 
 


